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  2  �Digital Diagnostic  
by Bob Skipper 
Jannice Owens Aaron says she was “in the right place at the 
right time” to become a pioneer in the digital transmission 
and reading of diagnostic images.

  7  �Benefits of Integrated Classrooms 
by Carol Cummings 
Sylvia Dietrich’s observations show that preschool 
students with and without disabilities form typical social 
relationships when in inclusive settings.

10  �Learning a Second Language  
by Tommy Newton 
Alex Poole’s goal as an applied linguist is to find solutions to 
problems people have with learning a second language.

14  �Connecting Through the Ages  
by Carol Cummings 
Dana Burr Bradley has her students interview older adults 
to explore the concept of ageism.

18  �Searching for Pearls  
by Bob Skipper 
Dorris J. Hutchison used her natural curiosity to become a 
top researcher in antibiotics.

21  �Reading Research 
by Carol Cummings 
Sherry Powers, a social worker turned teacher, is studying 
how the cycle of low literacy impacts families and children.

24  �Classical Influences  
by Tommy Newton 
Nikolai Endres uses the classics to show today’s students 
how classical literature influences modern writing and 
culture.

28  �A Scientist Who Dreamed  
by Tommy Newton 
Gene Shearer, one of the most cited AIDS researchers in the 
U.S., almost wasn’t accepted as an undergraduate student 
at WKU.
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About the Cover
Ernest Hemingway, Plato, Miguel de Cervantes and 
Shakespeare are among the classical authors whose 
works remain relevant for today’s students and 
culture, according to Dr. Nikolai Endres, WKU English 
faculty member.
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